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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT.SP.FR 

SUBJECT: FURTHER FRENCH REACTIONS TO SPANISH EXECUTIONS 
REF: A) PARIS 25155; B) PARIS 25176; C) PARIS 25162 

1. SUMMARY: FRANCE WITNESSED A THIRD DAY OF LARGE 
DEMONSTRATIONS SEPTEMBER 29 PROTESTING EXECUTION OF 
FIVE SPANISH DISSIDENTS. REACTION TO FRENCH GOVERNMENT 
HANDLING OF AFFAIR BY POLITICAL SOURCES AND MEDIA 
COMMENTATORS REMAINS CAUSTIC. WASHINGTON STANCE IS 
ALSO RECEIVING CRITICISM. GOF APPEARS HARD PUT TO 
DEVISE MEASURES CAPABLE OF SILENCING EVEN ITS MORE 
MODERATE CRITICS. MORE DEMONSTRATIONS ARE PLANNED FOR 
NEAR FUTURE. END SUMMARY. 

2. DEMONSTRATIONS PROTESTING THE EXECUTION OF FIVE 
SPANISH MILITANTS CONTINUED ACROSS FRANCE SEPTEMBER 29. 

A FIVE MINUTE SYMBOLIC WORK STOPPAGE ORGANIZED AT NOON 
IN PARIS BY CGT AND CFDT UNIONS PROVIDED A GAUGE OF 
PUBLIC FEELING WHEN IT STRETCHED TO MORE THAN ONE HOUR 
IN SOME LOCALES IN RESPONSE TO MODERATE FORCE OUVRIER 
UNION CALL FOR LONGER STOPPAGE. LATER AFTERNOON 
SEPTEMBER 29, DEMONSTRATORS NUMBERING IN THE TENS OF 
THOUSANDS MARCHED TO THE PLACE DE LA BASTILLE BEHIND 
PC SECRETARY GENERAL MARCHAIS, PS FIRST SECRETARY 
MITTERRAND AND CGT, CFDT, AND FEN (EDUCATION) LEADERS. 
DURING MARCH CROWDS DISPLAYED GOOD ORDER UNDER CLOSE 
SUPERVISION OF NUMEROUS PS AND PC WARDENS. BUT. 
ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, AFTER ARRIVING AT BASTILLE 
AND PLACING WREATHES ON FIVE SYMBOLIC COFFINS, 

DISPERSION ORDER WAS IGNORED BY SMALL GROUPS WHO BROKE 
OFF TO SMASH SHOP WINDOWS IN NEIGHBORHOOD. POLICE 
REACTED WITH TEAR GAS AND CLEARED AREA. JOINT 
COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY PC, PS, AND LEFT RADICALS CHARGED 
POLICE WITH CALCULATED EFFORT TO BREAK UP "ORDERLY" 
DEMONSTRATION. COMMUNIQUE FURTHER DENOUNCED AS 
UNACCEPTABLE RECENT STATEMENTS BY MINISTER OF THE 
INTERIOR PONIATOWSKI WARNING THAT '.DEMOCRATIC RIGHT" 

TO DEMONSTRATE PUBLICLY MIGHT BE SUSPENDED TEMPORARILY 
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SHOULD SUCH DEMONSTRATIONS CONTINUE TO RESULT IN 
INJURIES AND DAMAGE. 

3. ELSEWHERE IN FRANCE, SOCIALIST MAYOR GASTON 
DEFERRE LED 5,000 PROTESTORS IN MARSEILLE MARCH. 
BORDEAUX, LYON, GRENOBLE AND NANTES ALSO WITNESSED 
SIZABLE PROTEST DEMONSTRATIONS. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


4. REACTION IN POLITICAL CIRCLES REMAINS CRITICAL OF 
GOF LOW PROFILE DURING PERIOD PRECEDING AND FOLLOWING 
EXECUTIONS. MOST COMMENTATORS AND SPOKESMEN ARE 
CALLING FOR STRONGER MEASURES THAN THOSE TAKEN TO 
DATE. AS REPORTED REF B' MARCHAIS AND MITTERRAND 
CRITICIZED GOF ANNOUNCEMENT THAT FRENCH AMBASSADOR 
WOULD NOT SOON RETURN TO MADRID AS "HALF MEASURE" 

WHICH CAME TOO LATE. ELSEWHERE. INDEPENDENT REPUBLICAN 
LEADER JACQUES DOMINATI ISSUED STATEMENT TERMING THE 
CALLBACK OF AMBASSADORS INSUFFICIENT AND SAYING THAT 
EC SHOULD STUDY STRONGER MEANS OF DEMONSTRATING ITS 
DISPLEASURE. ANOTHER RI DEPUTY, EMMANUEL 
HAMEL, HAS FORMALLY DEMANDED AN ACCOUNTING FROM 
FOREIGN MINISTER SAUVAGNARGUES OF GOF ACTIONS TO 
DATE AND ITS INTENTIONS FOR THE FUTURE. NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY FRANCO-AMERICAN PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP 
GROUP LEADER, PIERRE BILLOTE, (UDR) HAS ADDED HIS 
VOICE TO THOSE DEMANDING A BREAK IN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. 
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5. EDITORIAL AND MEDIA REACTION ALSO REMAINED CRITICAL 
OF GISCARD'S HANDLING OF THE AFFAIR. LE MONDE, IN A 
FRONT PAGE EDITORIAL, QUOTES THE PRESIDENT AS SAYING 
DURING A CAMPAIGN SPEECH THAT A LIBERAL SOCIETY, TO 
REMAIN VIABLE, MUST HAVE A LIBERAL FOREIGN POLICY. BY 
HIS ACTIONS OVER THE PAST WEEK, GISCARD HAS DENIED HIS 
OWN DICTUM, THE EDITORIAL CHARGES. 

6. QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS, AGENCE FRANCE PRESS, AND 
SEVERAL RADIO COMMENTATORS ARE COMPARING THE LOW 
PROFILE IN PARIS TO WHAT THEY TERM OVERLY MODERATE 
REACTION IN WASHINGTON. USG STANCE IS SHARPLY 
CRITICIZED ON MORAL GROUNDS AND IS TIED TO ONGOING 
US-SPANISH BASE NEGOTIATIONS. 

COMMENT: GOF HAS, OBVIOUSLY, NOT YET SUCCEEDED IN 
EXTRACTING ITSELF FROM WHAT IS CLEARLY EMBARRASSING 
SITUATION. GROWING TENDENCY TO DREDGE UP PREVIOUS 
STATEMENTS LAUDING LIBERALISM MUST BE PARTICULARLY 
DIFFICULT FOR GISCARD PERSONALLY. IT SEEMS EVIDENT, 
NEVERTHELESS, THAT GIVEN CONTINUING STRONG GOF 
SENSITIVITY TO ITS RELATIONS WITH MADRID (REF C), 
GOVERNMENT WILL REMAIN HARD PUT TO DEVISE ANTI-FRANCO 
STANCE CAPABLE OF SATISFYING EVEN MORE MODERATE CRITICS. 
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HAVING SEIZED ON THE FIRST POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT 
TO GENERATE SOME MASS ACTION SINCE GISCARD'S ELECTION 
IN MAY, L974, THE LEFT APPEARS SET ON MAINTAINING 
PRESSURE. THE NEXT EVENT IS AN ANTI-SPANISH BOYCOTT 
"NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION" SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 2 WITH 
THE LABOR MOVEMENT TAKING THE LEAD. SEPTEL WITH DETAILS 
WILL FOLLOW. 

RUSH 
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